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Making a HW/SW Contribution to OCP
When considering a HW or SW contribution to the OCP ecosystem, one needs 
to provide the following items to the Project Community:

1. Present the Concept Proposal to the respective Project Community during 
their monthly calls

2. Ensure your organization is an OCP Member in good standing.
3. Ensure your organization has signed the legal documents required to make 

a contribution to the OCP Community.
4. Pending consensus from the Community, provide a detailed Specification on 

your contribution, following the Specification Template.
5. Ensure that the contribution meets the core OCP Tenets.
6. Complete the Specification Checklist to insure that the Contribution Process 

is being followed correctly.
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OCP TENETS



• All OCP contributions must have an efficient design. Some examples of 

efficiency may be
⎻ power delivery and conversion
⎻ thermal efficiency
⎻ platform performance (per-W for example)
⎻ reduction in overall infrastructure costs
⎻ reduction in code weight
⎻ reduction in latencies

EFFICIENCY



• All OCP contributions must create meaningful positive impact within the 
OCP ecosystem. This may be attained by the introduction of 

• efficiency gains
• utilization of new technologies 
• products that are valuable for scale out computing, creating a multiplier effect 

by building on top of already existing OCP solutions
• enabling a more robust supply chain by contributing alternative compatible 

solutions.

IMPACT



• All OCP contributions must be open. This encourages as much open 

source contribution as possible. OCP understands that in certain cases 
100% open source contribution may not be possible. 

• Whether fully open source or not, a contribution should strive to comply 

with a set of already existing open interfaces, at the very least be able to 
provide one. 

• Providing a solution compatible with already existing OCP contributions is 

one way to implement existing (open) interfaces.

OPENNESS



• All OCP contributions must be scalable. This means that the technology is 
designed with the right supporting features to allow for its maintenance in large 
scale deployments. This may include

• physical maintenance
• remote management
• upgradability
• error reporting
• maintenance service (remote or on-premise)

• Management tools should be open-sourced or made available to adopters.
• Supporting documentation for each contribution should enable adopters towards 

a successful deployment, including
• installation guidance
• initialization process
• configuration information
• how to obtain service support.

SCALABILITY



• OCP contributions must be sustainable. Submissions should maximize 
transparency of environmental impacts of the contribution, with the aspiration of 
improvement over time.

• Other focuses:
⎻ Responsible use of our natural resources (land, air, power, water and 

materials)
⎻ Positively impact society
⎻ Reduced Costs (Energy, Water, materials)

Sustainability



Customer Examples of Meeting Tenets

The following slides are examples of how contributors have 
documented how a contribution submission meets the OCP tenets.   







Any questions?
Michael Schill michael@opencompute.org

Thank You!

mailto:michael@opencompute.org

